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uplift that are also about “celebrat[ing] white women as having gone further 
in their battle for equality than feminists of color have.”9 

Important as is this clue that Zakaria gives to understanding the 
genealogy of white feminism, what also interests me is what happened in 
between then and now, on the book’s implicit historical narrative. To put 
things in the strongest possible terms, the era of decolonization after empire 
is absent from Zakaria’s book—even though her own project is partly a 
continuation of some of the impulses born in that era between imperial past 
and our present. However, let’s come back to this fact. 

After starting with the long term of empire, Zakaria shifts her historical 
lenses to the short term of the last few decades, without stopping the 
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began to displace other important feminist approaches during that time.”18 
Countering great power militarism and arguing for economic fairness on a 
global scale ranked high on the list of such approaches. 

This is hardly to say there is some past feminism that has already been 
deracialized in the past to surgically extract and transplant to the present—
any more than it is true of visions of world order generally. Everything 
remains compromised by the legacies of empire and race, including the 
beliefs of advocates and priorities of movements. At the same time, the 
profound racialization not just of oppression but even of reform schemes, 
past and present, that aim to lift it cannot mean that there is nothing to 
recapture in between the colonialism of one age and the militarism and 
neoliberalism of another. 

So, in the end, I am left by Zakaria’s masterful indictment wondering 
whether, precisely because it is so powerful, the lost age between the 
colonial era and the present day might help recover some of the new 
starting points the book demands.  Needless to say, they will not help unless 
they are reconfigured for a very different situation today. It is in recognition 
of this truth that Zakaria has done her most important work, and her book, 
in effect all by itself, is a new starting point for imagining the very different 
future for which she so memorably calls.


