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insecure. Southwestern uses various methods to combat the illegal sharing of 

copyrighted materials. 

B. Disclosure 

This policy and Southwesternõs Computer and Network Use Policy are posted on the 

Institutional Policies page of Southwesternõs website. The Computer and Network Use 

Policy covers inappropriate network use, including illegally distributing copyrighted 

materials. 

C. Plan to Combat the Unauthorized Distribution of Copyrighted Materials Effectively 

Southwestern currently uses a technology deterrent that classifies network activity and is 

configured to prioritize educational uses of the network and to throttle P2P file-sharing 

activity. Southwestern also employs tools to monitor network traffic. If the tool discovers 

a system using excessive bandwidth, Information Technology will contact the system 

owner to confirm that the bandwidth consumption is for valid educational purposes and 

that the owner is aware of Southwestern policies on P2P file sharing. Information 

Technology staff are regularly trained in detecting and preventing copyright and illegal 

sharing issues. 

Southwestern also employs a vigorous program of accepting and responding to Digital 

Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) notices.  

D. Alternatives to Illegal File Sharing 

Before a Southwestern network user receives any downloaded media for free, they 

should research whether that source provides material licensed by a copyright owner. 

Educause provides a current list of licensed sources at https://www.educause.edu/focus-

areas-and-initiatives/policy-and-security/educause-policy/legal-sources-online.   
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