


DEFINITIONS

First Gen Student



HOW MANY 
STUDENTS ARE  
FIRST GEN?

29% of law students 
nationwide are First Gen

Chapman = 30%

Loyola = 33%

Southwestern = 46%



MORE LIKELY 
TO BE

• Older

• Caring for family

• Low-income 

• Part-time

• Non-white 

• Lower grades / fewer     
co-curriculars 





CHALLENGES

Lack
• Professional 

networks

Lack
• Social / cultural 

capital and family 
support 

Feel
• Imposter syndrome 

Feel
• Like they don’t 

belong





HOW TO SUPPORT FIRST GEN STUDENTS



THANK YOU!

• Additional Materials for all three presentations: 
www.swlaw.edu/SoCalExEvents

• MCLE Credit: look for an email soon.
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