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+# When and to What Extent is a Third-Party State 
Accountable? ................................................................... $$- 

'# Information from Independent Competent Bodies: 
Attributing Knowledge of the Risk of IHL Violations ..... $$0 

3"# /ONCLUSION!###########################################################################!$$0 
   

"# "NTRODUCTION!

%&'((')$*+,-./0$1$-2$3$/-4-)5$6+'4-2-')$78-.8$(92,$:0$-),0+6+0,0;$-)$,80$
'40+3//$.'),0<,$'=$,80$&')40),-')2$3);>$780+0$366/-.3:/0>$,80$?+','.'/2>$3);$
,80$ -),0+)3,-')3/$ /053/$ '+;0+$ 32$ 3$ 78'/0@$ A,2$ .'),0),$ 7-//$ :0$ =9+,80+$
.').+0,-B0;$3);$'60+3,-')3/-B0;$-)$,80$;0.3;02$3803;@C$

>!"/*/!$%,2!/?@@ABCDEF!C?!CGA!H?IE!JABAKD!/?BKABCL?BM#!
!
)?@A! )CDCAM! DICG?ELNA! CGA! AOP?EC! ?H! QADP?BM! RB?QLBS! CGAF! QLTT!

PE?UDUTF!UA!IMAV! C?! W?@@LC!QDE! WEL@AM#!4GLM! HT?Q!?H!QADP?BM! W?BCLBIAM!
UAWDIMA!@DBF!)CDCAM!EAHIMA!C?!L@P?MA!DBF!TL@LCDCL?BM!?B!CGALE!DE@M!CEDBMHAEM#
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M?IEWAM!MIWG!DM!M?WLDT!@AVLDY!BAQM!EAP?ECMY!CGA!5BLCAV!̀ DCL?BMY!?E!?CGAE!̀ ?BZ
J?KAEB@ABCDT!<ESDBLNDCL?BM![`J<M\#8!

""# 'ACKGROUND!

4GA!/++4!]IVS@ABC!QDM!GDBVAV!V?QB!LB!EAMP?BMA! C?! CGA!W?BHTLWC! LB!
aA@AB#!"B!bDEWG!$%,0Y!CGA!)DIVLZ5+8!W?DTLCL?B![c/?DTLCL?Bd\!LBCAEKABAV!LB!
CGA! WLKLT! QDE! LB! aA@AB! PIEMIDBC! C?! CGA! S?KAEB@ABCeM! EA^IAMC! H?E! MIPP?EC!
DSDLBMC! CGA! X?ICGL! EAUATM#9! 4GA! DE@AV! LBCAEKABCL?B! LBWTIVAV! DE@M! DBV!
CAWGBLWDT!MIPP?EC!HE?@!CGLEV!PDECLAMY!TLRA!CGA!5BLCAV!6LBSV?@!DBV!CGA!5BLCAV!
)CDCAM#10!4GA!S?DT!?H!CGA!?PAEDCL?B!QDM!C?!MC?P!CGA!X?ICGLM!HE?@!W?BCE?TTLBS!
DVVLCL?BDT!CAEELC?EF!LB!CGA!EASL?B#!11!4GA!?PAEDCL?B!W?BMLMCAV!?H!DLE!U?@ULBSMY!
D!MAD!UT?WRDVAY!DBV!D!VLMPAEMDT!?H!SE?IBV!H?EWAM#!*?ISGTF!H?IE!FADEM!MLBWA!
CGA! LBCAEKABCL?B! ATDPMAVY! @LTTL?BM! ?H! LBB?WABC! aA@ABL! TLKAM! GDKA! UAAB!









2020]    STATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR AUTHORIZING PRIVATE ARMS EXPORTS 213 

 

'EYOND!

4GA!+ECLWTAM!V?!B?C!PE?KLVA! D! HADMLUTA! TASDT!UDMLM! H?E!G?TVLBS!D!)CDCA!
EAMP?BMLUTA!QGAB! LC! DICG?ELNAM! CGA! PELKDCA! MDTA! ?H!QADP?BM#!fLEMCY! D! VLEAWC!



214 
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CGA!f?IE!JABAKD!/?BKABCL?BM!LB!bDEWG!$%,2#!4GAMA!W?@@ABCDELAM!PE?KLVAV!
CGA! MPDER! CGDC! LSBLCAV! CGA! TASDT! VLMWIMML?B! ?B! D! UE?DVAE! DPPTLWDCL?B! ?H!
/?@@?B! +ECLWTA! <BA#39! 4GA! /?@@ABCDELAM! AOPTDLB! CGA! MIUMCDBCLKA!
?UTLSDCL?BM!IBVAE!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!CGDC!VAKAT?PAV!LB!CGA!FADEM!MLBWA!CGA!
PE?@ITSDCL?B!CGA!JABAKD!/?BKABCL?BM#!4GA!"/*/!EAW?SBLNAM!CGDC!?ELSLBDTTF!
/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!QDM!B?C!D!MIUMCDBCLKA!PE?KLML?BY!LBMCADV!LC!QDM!D!c@AEA!
MCFTLMCLW! WTDIMA#d40! "B! PDECLWITDEY! CGA! "/*/! DBV! TASDT! W?@@ABCDC?EM! GDKA!
ATDU?EDCAVg![,\! CGA!CFPAM!?H!?UTLSDCL?BM!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!L@P?MAMY![$\!
QG?! LM! ?UTLSDCAV! IBVAE! /?@@?B! +ECLWTA! <BAY! DBV! [-\! QGLWG! DHHLE@DCLKA!
VAHABMAM!D!PDECF!@DF!?HHAE!C?!AOWIMA!DWW?IBCDULTLCF#!
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UIC!CGA!?PAEDCL?BM!@DF!CDRA!DBF!KDELACF!?H!H?E@M!DBV!AOCABV!UAF?BV!DE@AV!
H?EWAM! DWCLBS! ?B! UAGDTH! ?H! CGA!XLSG!/?BCEDWCLBS!9DECLAM!QG?MA! W?BVIWC! LM!
DCCELUICDUTA!C?!CGA@#!b?EA!L@P?ECDBCTFY!CGA!VICF!C?!ABMIEA!EAMPAWC!AOCABVM!C?!
)CDCAM!QG?!HDLT!C?!@?BLC?E!CGA!UAGDKL?E!?H!PELKDCA!LBVLKLVIDTM!?KAE!QG?@!CGA!
)CDCA! AOAEWLMAM! DICG?ELCF#46! fIECGAEY! CGA! VICF! C?! ABMIEA! EAMPAWC! AOCABVM! C?!
)CDCAM!QG?!DEA!B?C!D!PDECF!C?!CGA!W?BHTLWC!UIC!MCLTT!AOAEWLMA!M?@A!VASEAA!?H!
LBHTIABWA!LB!CGA!W?BHTLWC![L#A#!MDTA!?H!QADP?BM\#!

1# What is the Extent of the Obligation to Ensure Respect under Common 
Article One? 

5BVAE!CGA!$%,2!/?@@ABCDEFY!CGA!VICF!C?!IBVAECDRA!C?!EAMPAWC!DBV!ABMIEA!
EAMPAWC!H?E!CGA!/?BKABCL?BM!EAPEAMABCM!CQ?!CFPAM!?H!?UTLSDCL?BM#!4GA!BASDCLKA!
?UTLSDCL?BY!L@PTLAV!HE?@!CGA!VICF!C?!IBVAECDRA!C?!EAMPAWCY!VA@DBVM!CGDC!CGA!
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WEL@AM#! 4GA! $%,2! /?@@ABCDEF! EAW?SBLNAM! CGDC! CGLM! BASDCLKA! ?UTLSDCL?B!
AOCABVM! C?! DE@M! CEDBMHAEM! DBV! EA^ILEAM! CGA! DMMLMCLBS! )CDCAM! C?! QLCGG?TV!
CEDBMHAEM! CGDC! QLTT! TLRATF! KL?TDCA! CGA! /?BKABCL?BM! [UDMAV! ?B! HDWCM! ?E!
RB?QTAVSA!?H!PEL?E!KL?TDCL?BM\#51!

+!KL?TDCL?B! LM!B?C! AMCDUTLMGAV! LH! D!)CDCA!PE?KLVAM!@LTLCDEF!QADP?BM! C?!
DB?CGAE!PDECF!QG?!LM!TLRATF!C?!W?@@LC!QDE!WEL@AM#!4GA!BAOC!MCAP!H?E!CGA!W?IECM!
LM!C?!LVABCLHF!QGACGAE!D!)CDCA!GDM!V?BA!LCM!VIA!VLTLSABWA!LB!LBKAMCLSDCLBS!CGA!
P?MMLUTA! W?BCELUICL?BM! C?! GI@DBLCDELDB! TDQ! KL?TDCL?BM#! bDCCAEM! DEA! HIECGAE!
W?@PTLWDCAV!QGAB!EAWLPLABCM!?H!QADP?BM!EAHIMA!C?!EAMP?BV!C?!DBF!LB^ILELAM!
DU?IC!QDE!WEL@AM#!4GLM!CFPA!?H!MLCIDCL?B!EDLMAM!CGA!^IAMCL?B!QGACGAE!)CDCAMY!
QG?MA! WLCLNABM! W?BCLBIA! C?! MIPPTF! CGA! QADP?BMY! MG?ITV! MCLTT! UA! GATV!
EAMP?BMLUTA!LB!CGA!DUMABWA!?H!DBF!LB^ILELAM!LBC?!CGA!EAWLPLABCeM!W?BVIWC#!

<?BD!XDCGDQDF!DESIAM!CGDC!)CDCAM!PE?KLVLBS!@LTLCDEF!DMMLMCDBWA!KL?TDCA!
CGALE!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!?UTLSDCL?BM!QGAB!QDE!WEL@AM!DEA!TLRATF!C?!EAMITC#52!
)CDCAM!QG?!PE?KLVA!@LTLCDEF!DMMLMCDBWA!KL?TDCA!CGA!/?BKABCL?BM!EASDEVTAMM!?H!
PE?KLVLBS! DLV! C?! B?BZMCDCA! DWC?EM! ?E! DICG?ELNLBS! CGA! QADP?BMe! AOP?EC#53!!
+WW?EVLBS!C?!XDCGDQDFY!)CDCAM!UEADWG!CGALE!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!?UTLSDCL?B!
UF![D\!HDLTLBS!C?!PE?PAETF!DMMAMM!QGACGAE!DMMLMCLBS!D!B?BZMCDCA!DWC?E!QLTT!TLRATF!
KL?TDCA!CGA!JABAKD!/?BKABCL?BM!DBV![U\!HDLTLBS!C?!AOAEWLMA!VIA!VLTLSABWA!DBV!
CDRA!DHHLE@DCLKA!MCAPM!CGDC!DMMIEA!B?BZMCDCA!DWC?EM!V?!B?C!KL?TDCA!CGA!JABAKD!
/?BKABCL?BM#54! XDCGDQDF! DTM?! MIPP?ECM! CGA! EAW?SBLCL?B! ?H! DB! DHHLE@DCLKA!
VAHABMA!H?E!CG?MA!MCDCAM!QG?!@DRA!DCCA@PCM!C?!DMMAMM!P?MMLUTA!KL?TDCL?BM!?E!
AOAEWLMA! VIA! VLTLSABWA! ?BTF! C?! CELSSAE! EAMP?BMLULTLCF! IBVAE! CGA! +ECLWTAM#!
XDCGDQDF!WDTTM!H?E!DB!DHHLE@DCLKA!VAHABMA!QGAB!)CDCAM!AOAEWLMA!EADM?BDUTA!
WDEA!C?!PEAKABC!DBV!EAWCLHF!B?BZMCDCA!DWC?E!KL?TDCL?BM!?H!CGA!/?BKABCL?BM#!4GA!
AOD@PTA!SLKAB!LB!GAE!DECLWTA!W?BWAEBM!D!CEDLBLBS!PE?SED@!CGDC!LBMCEIWCM!B?BZ
MCDCA!DWC?EM!?B!LBCAEBDCL?BDT!GI@DBLCDELDB!TDQ!MCDBVDEVM#!"B!CGLM!AOD@PTAY!D!
)CDCA! QGLWG! LBMCLCICAM! D! CEDLBLBS! PE?SED@! LB! S??V! HDLCG! DBV! AOAEWLMAM!
EADM?BDUTA!WDEA!MIHHLWLABCTF!WDEELAM!?IC!LCM!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!?UTLSDCL?B!
C?!ABMIEA!EAMPAWC!H?E!CGA!/?BKABCL?BM#55!

+!PE?UTA@!DELMAM!QGAB!CEFLBS!C?!EAW?BWLTA!G?Q!D!VIA!VLTLSABWA!MCDBVDEV!
@LSGC! T??R! H?E! )CDCAM! DCCA@PCLBS! C?! @AAC! CGALE! /?@@?B! +ECLWTA! <BA!
?UTLSDCL?BM#!X?Q!W?ITV!D!)CDCA!P?MMLUTF!DWW?IBC!H?E!CGA!DSSEASDCA!W?BVIWC!?H!
LCM!PELKDCA!WLCLNABMh!4GA!Nicaragua!VAWLML?B!MG?QM!LC!Q?ITV!UA!C??!ADMF!C?!
W?@PDEA!V?@AMCLW!WEL@LBDT!TDQ!CGA?EF!?B!LBWLCA@ABC!C?!W?@@LC!DB!?HHABMAY!
$

 51. Id. ¶ 162. 
 52. See Hathaway, supra note 21, at 568-69. 
 53. Id. at 578-79. 
 54. Id. at 578-82. 
 55. Id. at 68-69. 
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QLCG!LBCAEBDCL?BDT!TDQ!CGA?EF!?B!LBWLCA@ABC!UF!DB!ABCLEA!)CDCA!C?!W?@@LC!D!
QE?BSHIT!DWC#56!4GA!@DLB!VLHHAEABWA!UACQAAB!CGA!CQ?!LM!CGA!DULTLCF!C?!PLBP?LBC!
DB! LBVLKLVIDTeM!SILTCF! MCDCA!?H!@LBV!DBV! CGA! LBDULTLCF! C?!V?! CGA! MD@A! H?E!D!
M?KAEALSB!)CDCA#!;LCG!M?!@DBF!LBVLKLVIDTM!C?!DWW?IBC!H?EY!G?Q!WDB!LC!P?MMLUTF!
UA!HDLE!C?!G?TV!DB!ABCLEA!)CDCA!TLDUTA!H?E!HDLTLBS!C?!?UMAEKA!LCM!?UTLSDCL?B!B?C!C?!
ABW?IEDSA! CGA! W?@@LMML?B! ?H! "X=! KL?TDCL?BMh! +T?BS! CGA! MD@A! TLBA! ?H!
EADM?BLBSY! QGDC! DHHLE@DCLKA! VAHABMAM! W?ITV! D! )CDCA! EDLMA! ?B! UAGDTH! ?H! LCM!
WLCLNABM!QG?!W?BVIWC!LBVAPABVABC!CEDBMDWCL?BM!QLCG!DB?CGAE!)CDCAh!

"3#! 4HE 56 /OURT OF +PPEAL 7UDGMENT AND THE 85 /OMMON 
9OSITION!

4GA! 56! /?IEC! ?H! +PPADT! 7IVS@ABC! DBV! CGA! 85! /?@@?B! 9?MLCL?B!
PAEHAWCTF!DTLSB!QLCG! CGA!$%,2! "/*/!/?@@ABCDEFeM!DBV!<?BD!XDCGDQDFeM!
W?BWAPCL?B!?H!D!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA!?UTLSDCL?B# 57!!X?QAKAEY!CGA!56!/?IEC!
?H!+PPADTM!C??R!LC!?BA!MCAP!HIECGAE!UF!WTDELHFLBSg![,\!QGDC!LC!@ADBM!H?E!DB!"X=!
KL?TDCL?B! C?! UA! cH?EAMAADUTAYd! DBV! [$\! QGDC! CFPA! ?H! AKLVABWA! @DF! UA!
W?BMLVAEAV! C?!VACAE@LBA!QGACGAE! D! CGLEVZPDECF!)CDCA!RB?QM!DU?IC! CGA! "X=!
KL?TDCL?B#!

+# Background to the Litigation58 

4GA! 8IE?PADB! 5BL?BeM! /?@@?B! 9?MLCL?B!
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5BL?B![85\!?B!7DBIDEF!-,Y!$%$%#60!4GA!/?@@?B!9?MLCL?B!EA^ILEAM!bA@UAE!
)CDCAM! C?! DMMAMM! EA^IAMCM! H?E! AOP?EC! TLWABMAM! ?B! D! WDMAZUFZWDMA! UDMLM! LB!
DWW?EVDBWA!QLCG!CGA!5MAEeM!JILVA#61!b?EA!MPAWLHLWDTTFY!CGA!/?@@?B!9?MLCL?B!
EA^ILEAM!CGDC!bA@UAE!)CDCAM!MGDTTg!

D:E$0<0+.-20$260.-3/$.39,-')$3);$4-5-/3).0$-)$F5+3),-)5G$/-.0)202>$')$3$.320H
:IH.320$:32-2$3);$,3J-)5$-),'$3..'9),$,80$)3,9+0$'=$,80$(-/-,3+I$,0.8)'/'5I$
'+$0K9-6(0),>$,'$.'9),+-02$780+0$20+-'92$4-'/3,-')2$'=$89(3)$+-58,2$8340$
:00)$02,3:/-280;$:I$,80$.'(60,0),$:';-02$'=$,80$L)-,0;$M3,-')2>$,80$NL$'+$
,80$&'9).-/$'=$N9+'60O$3);$
D.E$;0)I$3)$0<6'+,$/-.0)20$-=$,80+0$-2$3$./03+$+-2J$,83,$,80$(-/-,3+I$,0.8)'/'5I$
'+$0K9-6(0),$,'$:0$0<6'+,0;$(-58,$:0$920;$-)$,80$.'((-22-')$'=$20+-'92$
4-'/3,-')2$'=$-),0+)3,-')3/$89(3)-,3+-3)$/37@62$
/++4!LBLCLDCAV!PE?WAAVLBSM!DSDLBMC!CGA!)AWEACDEF!?H!)CDCA!H?E!'IMLBAMMY!

"BB?KDCL?B!DBV!)RLTTM!UF!HLTLBS!D!]IVLWLDT!EAKLAQ!WTDL@!H?E@!?B!1AWA@UAE!(Y!
$%,0#63! 4GA! WTDL@! QDM! DPPE?KAV! ?B! 7IBA! -%Y! $%,2Y! DBV! +@BAMCF!
"BCAEBDCL?BDTY! XI@DB! *LSGCM! ;DCWGY! *LSGCM! ;DCWG! [56\! DBV! <OHD@!
"BCAEBDCL?BDT!QAEA!PAE@LCCAV!C?!LBCAEKABA!DM!W?ZPDECLAM#!/++4!M?ISGC!EAKLAQ!
?H! CGA!)AWEACDEF! ?H! )CDCA! H?E! "BCAEBDCL?BDT!4EDVAeM! VAWLML?B! C?! DPPE?KA! DB!
AOP?EC!TLWABMA!?H!DE@M!LBC?!aA@AB!QGAB!CGAEA!QDM!D!WTADE!ELMR!CGA!@LTLCDEF!
A^ILP@ABC!Q?ITV!UA!IMAV!LB!CGA!W?@@LMML?B!?H!"X=!KL?TDCL?BM!UF!CGA!)DIVLZ
5+8!/?DTLCL?B#64!b?EA!MPAWLHLWDTTF!CGA!WTDL@!H?E@!DTTASAV!CGDC!CGA!)AWEACDEF!
?H!)CDCA!HDLTAV!C?!@DRA!MIHHLWLABC!LB^ILELAM!LBC?!CGA!P?MMLULTLCF!CGDC!CGA!@LTLCDEF!
A^ILP@ABC!Q?ITV!UA!IMAV!LB!CGA!W?@@LMML?B!?H!DB!"X=!KL?TDCL?B#65!/++4!
EA^IAMCAV! EATLAH! LB! CGA! H?E@! ?H! DB! ?EVAE! PE?GLULCLBS! CGA! S?KAEB@ABC! HE?@!
SEDBCLBS!BAQ!TLWABMAM!C?!)DIVL!+EDULD!H?E!CGA!MDTA!?E!CEDBMHAE!?H!DE@MY!PABVLBS!
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UA!LSB?EAV#!+M!CGA!5MAEeM!JILVA!AOPTDLBMY!CGA!UIEVAB!?H!PE??H!H?E!VABFLBS!DB!
AOP?EC!TLWABMA!LM!KAEF!T?Q#!

"B! DPPTFLBS! CGLM! MCDBVDEVY! CGA! 56! /?IEC! ?H! +PPADTM! W?BWTIVAV! CGA!
)AWEACDEF!?H!)CDCA!AEEAV!DM!D!@DCCAE!?H!TDQ!LB!LCM!?KAEDTT!ELMR!DMMAMM@ABC!UF!
B?C! LBKAMCLSDCLBS! QGACGAE! PEAKL?IM! "X=! KL?TDCL?BM! GDV! CDRAB! PTDWA#72! 4GA!
/?IEC! VACAE@LBAV! LC!QDM! LEEDCL?BDT! C?! DPPE?KA! TLWABMAM!QLCG?IC! DVVEAMMLBS!
)DIVL!+EDULDeM!PDCCAEB!?H!PEAKL?IM!KL?TDCL?BM#73!
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competent bodies of the United Nationsjd76! 4GA! 5MAEeM! JILVA! C?! CGA!
/?@@?B!9?MLCL?B!PEAMI@AM!S?KAEB@ABCM!QLTT!LBKAMCLSDCA!EAP?ECM!HE?@!BAQM!
M?IEWAM! W?BHLE@LBS! GI@DBLCDELDB! TDQ! KL?TDCL?BM#! 4GA! LBH?E@DCL?B! M?IEWAM!
KDEF! SEADCTF! HE?@! CGA! 85! /?IBWLT! MCDCA@ABCM! DBV! W?BWTIML?BM! ?B! WAECDLB!
W?IBCELAMY!C?!CGA!5BLCAV!`DCL?BMY!"/*/!DBV!LBCAEBDCL?BDT!`J<M!V?WI@ABCM!
DBV!EAP?ECM#77!

"C!LM!QLCGLB!CGA!UDWRVE?P!?H!CGA!5`!XI@DB!*LSGCM!/?IBWLTeM!EAP?ECM!DBV!
CGA!@AVLD! EAP?ECM! CGDC! CGA!56!/?IEC! ?H!+PPADTM! LMMIAV! LCM! ]IVS@ABC#78! "B!
EAMP?BMA! C?! CGA! WELMLM! LB! aA@ABY! CGA! 5BLCAV! `DCL?BM! @DBVDCAV! DB!
LBKAMCLSDCL?B! LBC?!P?MMLUTA!GI@DBLCDELDB!KL?TDCL?BM!DBV!?EVAEAV!D!SE?IP!?H!
AOPAECM! C?! W?BVIWC! CGALE! ?QB! DBDTFMLM! ?H! CGA! WELMLM#79 1IELBS! LBVAPABVABC!
LBKAMCLSDCL?BMY!?KAE!2%%!LBCAEKLAQM!QAEA!W?BVIWCAV!QLCG!KLWCL@MY!QLCBAMMAMY!
DBV! ?CGAE! DHHAWCAV! PDECLAM#80! 4GA! SE?IP! ?H! AOPAECM! VACAE@LBAV! CGDC! CGA!
LBCAEKABCL?B!UF! CGA!/?DTLCL?B! MLSBLHLWDBCTF! AODWAEUDCAV! CGA! cQ?ETVeM!Q?EMC!
GI@DBLCDELDB!WELMLM#d81!

+WW?EVLBS! C?! CGA! 5`! *AP?ECY! CGA! AOPAECM! GDV! EADM?BDUTA! SE?IBVM! C?!
UATLAKA! CGA! W?DTLCL?B! QDM! SILTCF! ?H! KL?TDCLBS! GI@DBLCDELDB! TDQ! IBVAE! CGA!



2020]    
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G?TV!/?IBCEF!m!DWW?IBCDUTA!H?E!CGA!PELKDCA!DWCL?BM!?H!LCM!LBVLKLVIDT!WLCLNABM#!
4GIMY!LC!@DRAM!@?EA!MABMA!C?!DESIA!CGDC!D!PDCCAEB!?H!PEAKL?IM!KL?TDCL?BM!LM!
MIHHLWLABC!C?!@DRA!LC!H?EAMAADUTA!CGDC!D!HICIEA!KL?TDCL?B!@DF!?WWIEY!DBV!CGIM!D!
HDLTIEA!C?!DVA^IDCATF!LBKAMCLSDCA!CGAMA!PEAKL?IM!KL?TDCL?BM!VLEAWCTF!EAMITCM!LB!
D!KL?TDCL?B!?H!/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BA#!

'# Information from Independent Competent Bodies: Attributing 
Knowledge of the Risk of IHL Violations 

<BA!?H!CGA!ULSSAMC!?UMCDWTAM!C?!DWW?IBCDULTLCF!IBVAE!CGA!+ECLWTAM!QDM!CGA!
RB?QTAVSA!EA^ILEA@ABC#!4GA!+ECLWTAM!EA^ILEA!DB!DMMLMCLBS!)CDCA!C?!SLKA!DLV!
QLCG! CGA! LBCABC! ?H! HDWLTLCDCLBS! CGA! W?@@LMML?B! ?H! CGA! QE?BSHIT! DWC#! 5BVAE!
/?@@?B!+ECLWTA!<BAY!D!CGLEVZPDECF!)CDCA!LM!DWW?IBCDUTA!QGAB!LC!W?BMWL?IMTF!
VLMEASDEVM!CGA!ELMR!?H!"X=!KL?TDCL?BM#!fIECGAEY!D!CGLEVZPDECF!)CDCA!LM!GATV!C?!UA!
DQDEA!?H!MIWG!D!ELMR!DSDLBMC!CGA!UDWRVE?P!?H!LBKAMCLSDCL?BM!DBV!HLBVLBSM!HE?@!
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