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and Iranian supported militias, and a desire to deter further attacks, appears 
to rely on such an “accumulation of events” doctrine. 

Finally, a fundamental challenge for international lawyers is to ensure 
both the law and State approaches towards conflict accurately reflect 
contemporary armed conflict. There is a bias amongst States and many 
international lawyers towards viewing armed conflict through an 
“international armed conflict” or State-versus-State lens. However, looking 
at the following diagram, there is a robust treaty regime for only the 
“conventional warfare” portion of inter-State conflict: 

 

 
 

Most conflict occurs in the other realms. Notwithstanding attempts over 
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