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Key Distinctions Between Juvenile Court and Adult Court  
 
While youth are afforded the same due process rights as adults, juvenile court practice is distinct 
from adult court practice in many ways. The most obvious difference is that juvenile court cases 
primarily consist of bench trials (where the judge is the trier of fact) compared to adult court 
where jury trials are more readily available to the criminally accused. Beyond this, however, 
juvenile defenders must have knowledge of delinquency laws and procedures; be versed in 
adolescent development and the evolving juvenile-specific jurisprudence; be competent to 
effectively counsel youth on making critical legal decisions; be able to convey complex legal 
principles to their young clients and families; engage community partners; and have a clear 
understanding of the obligations of the educational and other systems impacting the lives of 
youth clients. 
 
While every juvenile court operates differently, this guide contains a flowchart that generally 
illustrates how a delinquency case proceeds through the juvenile court process from arrest to 
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must have superior interpersonal skills and compassion; possess strong analytical, oral advocacy, 
and practical writing skills; and be courageous and willing to go against the grain to zealously 
advocate on the behalf of their clients�¶ expressed interests. 
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a highly specialized practice, it is important to get a sense of the training opportunities that are 
available for new hires. It is also necessary for applicants 
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representation is guided by what the client wants) and best interest representation (attorney 
determines what is best for the client); and how the applicant balances the tension between being 
a zealous advocate and adhering to other ethical duties as a lawyer. 
Policy Advocacy, Fellowships, and Other Juvenile Defense Opportunities  
 
Policy Advocacy 
 
In addition to litigation opportunities, those interested in policy reform can seek opportunities 
within law reform organizations, juvenile defense/juvenile justice think tanks, and other social 
justice organizations to engage in policy advocacy. Since many of these organizations may not 
have annual recruitment, it is important for interested candidates to proactively reach out to 
organizations of interest to set up informational interviews and learn about current or future 
employment opportunities. Many of these organizations host fellowship projects funded by 
outside organizations and s
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delinquency process from all angles: prosecution, defense, and the bench. Serving in this 
capacity may give students keen insight about juvenile defense practice and systemic issues.  
 
Post-Graduate Debt Management  
 
As the cost of legal education continues to rise, every student is concerned about how to manage 
the student loan debt that he or she may accumulate. While managing loan debt is a huge 
financial burden and is no easy feat, the presence of student loan debt should not automatically 
preclude students from obtaining public interest employment right out of law school. There are a 
number of programs that assist students with paying back educational debt including Loan 
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Overview of the Juvenile Justice Process 

 
 

�&�K�D�U�W���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���1�-�'�&�¶�V���-�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���,�P�P�H�U�V�L�R�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����-�7�,�3��. For more information on the 
practice in a particular state, please visit http://njdc.info/practice-policy-resources/state-profiles/. 
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Juvenile Court Terminology  

 
 
Adjudication  [of Delinquency] 
�$�Q�D�O�R�J�R�X�V�� �W�R�� �D�Q�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �³�F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q���´�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �I�R�U�P�D�O�� �I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �E�\ the juvenile court, after an 
adjudicatory hearing or the entering of a guilty plea/admission, that the juvenile has committed 
the act for which he or she is charged. 
 
Adjudicatory Hearing  
The fact-finding phase (i.e. the trial) of a juvenile case. At this hearing the judge�² or in a limited 
number of jurisdictions, the jury�² receives and weighs the evidence to determine whether the 
facts prove the charges alleged in the delinquency petition beyond a reasonable doubt. If the 
juvenile is found guilty (or involved) at the adjudicatory hearing this finding is called an 
�³�D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´ 
 
Adolescent Development 
�7�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�K�L�F�K���³�E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�����H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�I�R�O�G�V���D�Q�G��
�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�V�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �G�H�F�D�G�H�� �R�I�� �O�L�I�H���´5 The study of adolescent development is primarily 
dominated by psychology, although other disciplines such as biology and neuroscience help 
inform our understanding of adolescence. Increasingly, researchers study the impact of context 
(i.e. families, peers, schools, neighbo�U�K�R�R�G�V���� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �R�Q�� �D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V�¶�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�Z��
such contexts contribute to both positive and negative outcomes. Counsel should be 
knowledgeable about the key aspects of adolescent development that inform specific legal 
questions regarding competence in legal proceedings, culpability, mitigation, and amenability to 
treatment and rehabilitation. 
 
Adult Prosecution 
Where the juvenile court either loses or gives up jurisdiction over a child alleged to have 
committed a crime and that child is tried as an adult in a criminal court. The processes allowing 
for adult prosecution vary by jurisdiction and may include statutes that require children of a 
certain age or children alleged to have committed a specified crime to be automatically tried as 
an adult ���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���³�G�L�U�H�F�W���I�L�O�H�´���F�D�V�H�����R�U���P�D�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�²
either adult or juvenile�² decides which court should have jurisdiction over a child (often referred 
�W�R���D�V���³�W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�´���R�U���³�Z�D�L�Y�H�U�´��. See also Transfer/Waiver of Jurisdiction. 
 
Aftercare 
�$�O�V�R�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �³�S�D�U�R�O�H�´�� �L�Q�� �V�R�P�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
returned to the community on conditional release following a commitment or incarceration. The 
youth must comply with certain conditions of release and is monitored by a caseworker or parole 
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Arraignment  
�$�� �S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �³�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���´�� �L�Q�W�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�D�E�O�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�U�P�� �³�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���´�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H��
youth is brought to court and read the formal charges against him or her that are alleged in the 
petition. This is the stage at which a juvenile must admit or deny the charges. Court-appointed or 
private counsel for the juvenile must be present at this proceeding. See also Initial Hearing. 
 
Blended Sentencing 
A sentencing or disposition option that allows either the juvenile court to impose tougher 
punitive adult sentencing measures on a child (juvenile blended sentencing), or allows an adult 
criminal court to impose juvenile dispositions options (criminal blended sentencing) on a child 
tried as an adult. 
 
Collateral Consequences 
Involvement in the juvenile system may have consequences for youth beyond the immediate 
court case. These secondary consequences may include, but are not limited to, fines, the 
requirement to register as a sex offender, the loss or restriction of a professional license, eviction 
from public housing, ineligibility for public funds including welfare benefits and student loans, 
the loss of voting rights, ineligibility for jury duty, prohibitions against owning a firearm, and 
immigration consequences. 
 
Commitment (also known as Placement or Incarceration) 
At disposition, commitment is one of the options available to the court as a possible sentence. It 
is the transfer of legal responsibility over the child to the state and often includes placement in a 
private or state-run facility. In many jurisdictions the court will impose an indeterminate 
sentence upon transferring custody of the respondent to a state agency, allowing the agency to 
determine when the youth may be released from incarceration based on good behavior, noted 
�U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���\�R�X�W�K�¶�V���S�U�L�R�U���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�����$���\�R�X�W�K���P�D�\���D�O�V�R���E�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
as a sanction resulting from a probation revocation 
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understand the react�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �R�W�K�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�� �D�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V��
personal culpability. 
 
Deferred Adjudication 
This arises when a judge decides not to adjudicate the youth and instead imposes conditions that, 
if met, will result in dismissal of the ch�D�U�J�H�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���Q�R�W���³�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���´�� �J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
youth is court-�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�L�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W�¶�V�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q����
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�L�H�Q�W�� �P�H�H�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W�¶�V�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���� �D�� �G�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �Q�R�Q-
adjudicatory resolution and the eventual dismissal of the petition. A variation on this is when the 
�F�R�X�U�W�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�V�� �W�R�� �J�U�D�Q�W�� �D�� �³�V�W�D�\�� �R�I�� �D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���´�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�V�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
where the court determines that the circumstances of the case warrant the child being given a 
�³�V�H�F�R�Q�G���F�K�D�Q�F�H���´���,�I���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�V���D�O�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���V�H�W���I�R�U�W�K���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�����W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���F�D�Q���G�L�V�P�L�V�V��
the charge and there will be no record of the adjudication. See also Diversion. 
 
Delinquent Act 
An offense committed by a juvenile that would be classified as a crime if committed by an adult. 
 
Detention 
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Developmentally Appropriate Language 
An approach for adult communication with children and adolescents that takes into account the 
cognitive limitations particular to different developmental stages. While adolescents may 
demonstrate the ability to understan�G�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �\�R�X�Q�J�H�U�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���� �D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V�¶��
abilities to understand and reason do not generally begin to resemble adults until approximately 
age 16. As a result, juvenile court practitioners should carefully consider the language used and 
the structure of questions asked when communicating with adolescents. 
 
Disposition 
�7�K�H���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���R�I���D�Q���D�G�X�O�W���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�����G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���I�L�Q�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���D�V���W�R���K�R�Z���D���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V��
case is handled after an adjudication. Because juvenile courts expressly focus on rehabilitating 
children who are adjudicated as delinquent, dispositions typically include a treatment plan aimed 
�D�W�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �G�H�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���� �7�R��
determine an appropriate disposition, the �M�X�G�J�H�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�� �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V 
strengths, needs, available resources, and other relevant factors so as to design a rehabilitation 
plan that meets the interests of the state and the child. Disposition requirements vary and may 
include but are not limited to, fines, restitution, community service, in-home placement under 
supervision or probation, and out-of-home placement in commitment facilities. See 
also Disposition Hearing; Dispositional Order; Disposition Plan/Report. 
 
Disposition Hearing 
Akin to a sentencing hearing in criminal court, this hearing is held after a juvenile has been 
adjudicated. At the hearing, the judge decides the appropriate sanctions and treatment for an 
adjudicated juvenile after hearing recommendations from the prosecution, probation staff, 
�G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���� �F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V, and/or other potential stakeholders. After considering the disposition 
�S�O�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �W�K�H�� �M�X�G�J�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �J�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W�¶�V�� �R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�� �G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� ��e.g. 
probation, commitment, community-based sanctions, etc.). See also Disposition; Disposition 
Order; Disposition Plan/Report. 
 
Disposition Order 
A written, signed document handed down by the court that states the disposition chosen for the 
youth and any conditions of that disposition. See also Disposition; Disposition Hearing; 
Disposition Plan/Report. 
 
Disposition Plan/Report 
In preparation for a disposition hearing, various stakeholders will prepare plans or reports 
outlining the care and types of rehabilitative services the party believes the child needs as a result 
of the adjudication. These proposed plans are most typically prepared by the probation 
department and the defense, while other stakeholders, such as the prosecution or service 
providers, may also present reports or recommendations. In preparation of anticipated plans, the 
court may order psychological evaluations, diagnostic tests, or a period of confinement in a 
diagnostic facility to aid in the determination of an appropriate disposition. See also Disposition; 
Disposition Hearing; Disposition Order; Pre-disposition Report. 
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Diversion 
Refers to any program that is an alternative to the filing of a court petition and which keeps the 
youth from entering the juvenile court system by referring the child to counseling or other social 
services. Diversion is designed to enable youth to avoid a formal charge through the filing of a 
petition, which could result in adverse collateral consequences and, ultimately, a juvenile 
delinquency record. By successfully completing the requirements of a diversion program run by 
the police department, court, prosecutor�¶�V�� �R�I�I�L�F�H���� �R�U�� �D�Q�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �D�J�H�Q�F�\���� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�W�K�� �F�D�Q�� �D�Y�R�L�G��
prosecution. While true diversion programs are those that divert the child from any formal 
charge in the juvenile system, many practitioners and jurisdictions use the term �³diversion�  ́ to 
include programs that are initiated after the client is petitioned, but which result in a non-
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counsel; representing the youth in probation and parole violation hearings, at commitment 
review hearings, or at extension of incarceration hearings; challenging conditions of confinement 
�W�K�D�W�� �Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�L�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�L�J�K�W�V�� �R�U�� �F�L�U�F�X�P�Y�H�Q�W�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �R�U�G�H�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
court; and any other legal counseling required until the youth is no longer supervised in the case. 
 
Pre-disposition Report 
�6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �D�� �³�V�R�F�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�´�� �R�U�� �³�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�W�X�G�\���´�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W���� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G�� �E�\��
�S�U�R�E�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�W�D�I�I���� �W�K�D�W���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�V�� �D�� �G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �S�O�D�Q���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �D��
�F�R�P�S�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �R�I�I�H�Q�V�H���� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�W�K�¶�V�� �S�D�V�W��
offense(s), family history, educational progress, and community involvement. Based on these 
factors, the agency will often make recommendations for disposition. See also Disposition 
Plan/Report; Social History. 
 
Probation 
A disposition option available to the court as an alternative to commitment, in which an 
adjudicated juvenile may be released back into the community under certain conditions and 
under the supervision of a probation officer for a specified period of time. 
 
Probation Officer  
An employee of the probation department who works closely with the court and is involved with 
�D�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V�� �F�D�V�H�� �D�W�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �V�W�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V���� �3�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�L�O�\���� �D�� �S�U�R�E�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�� �P�D�\��
perform the initial intake interview to determine if a case can be diverted from the juvenile court. 
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Social History 
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List of Juvenile Defense Policy and Practice Clinical Programs  

 
 
The following list of clinical programs features law schools that offer a standalone juvenile 
defense clinic or a criminal or child advocacy clinic where juvenile defense is a component. This 
list does not include child advocacy clinics that focus solely on dependency, family law, 
education, or other related areas of child advocacy. 
 
American University Washington College of Law | Washington, DC 
Criminal Justice Clinic 
www.wcl.american.edu/clinical/criminal.cfm 
 
Barry University | Orlando, FL 
Juvenile Defense Clinic 
http://www.barry.edu/law/future-students/academic-program/clinics.html 
 
Boston College Law School | Boston, MA 
Juvenile Rights Advocacy Project 
www.bc.edu/schools/law/center-experiential-learning/clinical-programs/jrap.html 
 
Boston University School of Law | Boston, MA 
Criminal Law Clinical Program �± Public Defender Program (Juvenile) 
http://www.bu.edu/law/academics/jd-degree/clinics-externships-practicums/criminal-clinical-
program/ 
 
Brooklyn Law School | Brooklyn, NY 
Youth Reentry and Legal Services Clinic 
www.brooklaw.edu/academics/curriculum/coursedescriptions/course?id=318 
 
Campbell University School of Law | Raleigh, NC 
The Juvenile Justice Project 
law.campbell.edu/page.cfm?id=587&n=the-juvenile-justice-project 
 
Catholic University of America | Washington, DC 
D.C. Law Students in Court: Criminal/Juvenile Division Clinic 
http://www.law.edu/clinics/lawstudentsincourt.cfm 
http://dclawstudents.org/  
 
Cornell Law School | Ithaca, NY 
Child Advocacy Clinic 
www.lawschool.cornell.edu/Clinical-Programs/child-advocacy-clinic/index.cfm 
 
Drake University Law School | Des Moines, IA  
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V���&�O�L�Q�L�F 
http://www.drake.edu/law/clinics-centers/clinic/childrens-rights/ 
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Northwestern University Law School | Chicago, IL 
Children and Family Justice Center & Center on Wrongful Convictions of Youth 
www.law.northwestern.edu/legalclinic/studentopps/ 
 
Ohio State University Moritz College of Law | Columbus, OH 
Justice for Children Clinic 
moritzlaw.osu.edu/clinics/justice-for-children-clinic/ 
 
Rutgers School of Law - Camden | Camden, NJ 
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Stetson University | Gulfport, FL 
Child Advocacy Clinic 
http://www.stetson.edu/law/academics/advocacy/clinics/child-advocacy-clinic.php 
 
Texas Tech University School of Law | Lubbock, TX 
Criminal Defense Clinic 
www.law.ttu.edu/acp/programs/clinical/criminal/defense/ 
 
Tulane University Law School | New Orleans, LA 
Juvenile Litigation Clinic  
www.law.tulane.edu/tlsAcademicPrograms/index.aspx?id=4184 
 
University of Akron School of Law | Akron, OH 
Juvenile Reentry Assistance Program 
http://www.uakron.edu/law/curriculum/jrap 
 
University of Baltimore School of Law | Baltimore, MD 
Criminal Practice Clinic & Juvenile Justice Project 
http://law.ubalt.edu/clinics/criminal.cfm 
http://law.ubalt.edu/clinics/juvenilejustice.cfm 
 
University of California �± Berkeley | Berkeley, CA 
East Bay Community Law Center, Youth Defense Clinic 
http://ebclc.org/students/academic-year-clinical-program/ 
 
University of Chicago Law School | Chicago, IL 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Project 
www.law.uchicago.edu/clinics/mandel/juvenile 
 
University of Colorado - Boulder Law | Boulder, CO 
Juvenile Law Clinic 
http://www.colorado.edu/law/academics/programs/juvenile-and
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University of Georgia School of Law | Athens, GA 
Criminal Defense Practicum 
http://www.law.uga.edu/criminal-defense-practicum 
 
University of Houston Law Center | Houston, TX 
Center for Children, Law & Policy 
www.law.uh.edu/center4clp/ 
 
University of Kansas School of Law | Lawrence, KS 
Legal Aid Clinic 
law.ku.edu/legalaidclinic
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University of Northern Kentucky School of Law | Highland Heights, KY 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���/�D�Z���&�H�Q�W�H�U���&�O�L�Q�L�F 
chaselaw.nku.edu/clinical/clcc.html 
 
University of Richmond School of Law | Richmond, VA 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V Defense Clinic 
http://law.richmond.edu/academics/clinics-skills/in-house/childrens-defense/index.html 
 
University of San Diego School of Law | San Diego, CA 
Child Advocacy Clinic 
www.sandiego.edu/law/academics/advocacy-practical-training/clinical-education/clinics/child-
advocacy.php 
 
University of San Francisco School of Law | San Francisco, CA 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Law Clinic 
www.usfca.edu/law/professional-skills/law-clinics 
 
University of South Carolina School of Law | Columbia, SC 
Juvenile Justice Clinic 
law.sc.edu/clinical_legal_education/clinics.shtml 
 
University of Texas School of Law | Austin, TX 
Juvenile Justice Clinic 
www.utexas.edu/law/clinics/juvenile/ 
 
University of Virginia School of Law | Charlottesville, VA 
Child Advocacy Clinic 
www.law.virginia.edu/html/academics/practical/childadvocacy.htm 
 
University of Washington School of Law | Seattle, WA 
Race and Justice Clinic 
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Public Interest Career Fairs  

 
 

NATIONWIDE 
 
Equal Justice Works Public Service Career Fair  
Date: Fall Semester (End of October) 
Sponsor: 
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Massachusetts Law School Consortium Public Interest Interview Program 
Date: Fall Semester (Early October) and Spring Semester (Late January) 
Sponsors: Boston College Law School, Boston University School of Law, Harvard Law School, 
New England Law �± Boston, Northeastern University School of Law, Suffolk University Law 
School, University of Massachusetts School of Law, and Western New England University 
School of Law 
 
The program allows students from sponsoring Massachusetts law schools to participate in 
resume collection and in formal, pre-scheduled interviews for summer and permanent positions. 
The program is held twice a year.  For more information, visit: 
http://www.maconsortium.org/programs.html. 
 
Northern California Public Interest/Public Sector Legal Careers Day 
Date: Spring Semester (Late January/Early February) 
Sponsors: Nine Northern California Law Schools and OneJustice 
 
Students of sponsoring schools can participate in formal, pre-scheduled interviews on the day of 
the program. Students and alumni from any law school are invited to participate in the employer 
table talk portion of the day. For more information, visit www.one-justice.org/pips. 
 
Northwest Public Service Career Fair 
Date: Spring Semester (Late January/Early February)  
Sponsor: Northwest Consortium Law Schools 
 
The Northwest public service career fair welcomes all law students and graduates to participate 
in table talk with employers, but only students and graduates of the NW Consortium 
Schools may participate in scheduled interviews. The fair is held in both Seattle, WA and 
Portland, OR. Student registration usually opens mid-October and students may request 
interviews through mid-January. For more information, visit: www.nwpifair.org/. 
 
Public Interest Career Fair 
Date: Spring Semester (March/April)  
Sponsor: The University of Alabama School of Law 
 
Employers from throughout the state conduct interviews for summer internships, meet law 
students, and answer questions. The Career Fair is free and open to all University of Alabama 
law students. 
 
Public Interest Legal Career Fair 
Date: Spring Semester (Early February) 
Sponsor: New York University School of Law 
 
The Public Interest Legal Career Fair gives employers the opportunity to meet with students and 
allows students to interview with employers for internships and permanent jobs, as well as to talk 
with employers at information tables. Information about the Fair, including a list of participating 
law schools, is available at: pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/.  
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Public Interest / Public Service (PI/PS) Fair 
Date: Spring Semester (Late January / Early February) 
Sponsors: 
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 Debt Management  and Summer Funding Opportunities  

 
 

Debt Management  
 
The high cost of education and the burden of student loan debt may deter many graduates from 
pursuing and remaining in public interest careers. Although postgraduate debt management can 
seem overwhelming, there are a number of programs and resources to help students and 
graduates manage their debt effectively.  
 
Equal Justice Works Educational Debt Relief Program | www.equaljusticeworks.org/ed-debt 

Equal Justice Works Educational Debt Relief program is devoted to advocating for student debt 
relief and spreading the word to make sure those who need relief are taking the right steps to 
qualify. �(�-�:�¶�V�� �G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �X�V�H�U-friendly resources are available to help prospective students, 
current students, and graduates; school advisors and administrators; and employers. 
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National Lawyers Guild: Haywood Burns Fellowships | www.nlg.org/law-
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a fellowship application and view examples of successful applications and/or sign up for  
�(�-�:�¶�V application overview webinars. 
  

EJW reviews the applications and selects projects that can be matched with potential sponsors. 
Fellowships are sponsored by private law firms, foundations, individual donors, corporations, 
and bar associations. Almost all sponsors have specific issues and geographic focuses that they 
prefer, and applicants can learn more about sponsors on �(�-�:�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H. Sponsors determine who 
they would like to interview and schedule the interview on a rolling basis during the fall and 
winter. Offers are also made by the sponsors on a rolling basis from November through April.  
 
Skadden Fellowships | www.skaddenfellowships.org  
 
The Skadden Fellowship Program, described as "a legal Peace Corps" by The Los Angeles 
Times, was established in 1988 to commemorate the firm's 40th anniversary, in recognition of 
the dire need for greater funding for graduating law students who wish to devote their 
professional lives to providing legal services to the poor (including the working poor), the 
elderly, the homeless and the disabled, as well as those deprived of their civil or human rights. 
The aim of the foundation is to give Fellows the freedom to pursue public interest work; thus, the 
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Provost Law Office 
308 G St., 31 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 306-1336 
criminallawanchorage.omc-law.com/ 
 
Provost Law Office, based in Anchorage, Alaska, specializes in juvenile defense and  statewide 
advocacy for youth in the juvenile delinquency system, including dual status youth who are in 
�W�K�H���F�X�V�W�R�G�\���R�I���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���&�K�L�O�G���L�Q���1�H�H�G���R�I���$�L�G�����2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I��
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�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �&�R�F�R�Q�L�Q�R�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\���� �W�K�H�� �&�R�F�R�Q�L�Q�R�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �'�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V��
Office provides, pursuant to ethical and constitutional obligations, quality and cost-efficient legal 
representation to indigent persons who are: criminal defendants; minors accused of delinquency; 
parties involved in termination of parental rights litigation; parties to child dependency actions; 
and subjects of mental health commitment proceedings. The office has internship/externship 
opportunities available for undergraduate students, graduate students, law students, and recent 
�J�U�D�G�V�����,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���R�Ifice 
for more details on how to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate 
opportunities. 
 
Yavapai County Public Defender �± Prescott 
Juvenile Division 
595 White Spar Road  
Prescott, AZ 86303 
Attention: John Napper | (928) 771-3588 
www.yavapai.us/pdo/ 
 
The Juvenile Division of the Yavapai County Public Defender represents and protects the rights 
of children (and/or parents) in both delinquency and dependency petitions in the Superior Court, 
when appointed by the Court. The office has internship/externship opportunities available for 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H���I�R�U���P�R�U�H��
details on how to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate 
opportunities. 
 
Pima County Public Defender 
Juvenile Division 
2337 East Ajo Way  
Tucson, AZ 85713 
Attention: Leah Hamilton | Leah.Hamilton@pima.gov | (520) 724-4714 
webcms.pima.gov/government/public_defender/ 
 



 

 
38 

 

�0�R�K�D�Y�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���/�H�J�D�O���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H 
316 N. 5th Street, 1st Floor  
Kingman, AZ 86402 
(928) 753-0782 
www.mohavecounty.us/ContentPage.aspx?id=278 
 
The Mohave County Legal Advocate's Office provides legal representation to indigent juveniles 
and adults, when appointed by the Mohave County Superior Court. Their attorneys provide legal 
representation to juveniles facing delinquency petitions (criminal charges for minors), juveniles 
involved in dependency cases (child welfare abuse/neglect cases), adults facing criminal felony 
charges, and juveniles and adults in appellate cases. The office practices before both criminal and 
juvenile divisions of Mohave County Superior Court, Kingman, Bullhead City and Lake Havasu 
City Justice Courts, Arizona Court of Appeals, and the Arizona Supreme Court. The office has 
internship/externship opportunities available for students. Interested individuals are encouraged 
�W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H and/or contact the office for more details on how to apply and to 
learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Arkansas  
 
Please contact the Central Juvenile Defender Center for information about academic and 
postgraduate opportunities at organizations in Arkansas. 
 
California  
 
National Center for Youth Law 
405 14th Street, 15th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 835-8098 
www.youthlaw.org 
 
The National Center for Youth Law (NCYL) is a public interest law firm that uses the law to 
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The Youth Law Center (YLC) is a public interest law firm that works to protect children in the 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���I�R�V�W�H�U���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���I�U�R�P���D�E�X�V�H���D�Q�G��neglect, and to ensure that they receive 
the necessary support and services to become healthy and productive adults. YLC has 
internship/externship opportunities for law students throughout the academic year and during the 
summer. YLC has also hosted project-based postgraduate law fellows. Interested students and 
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���<�/�&�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���<�/�&���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R��
apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
San Francisco Public Defender 
Juvenile Division 
375 Woodside Avenue, Room 118 
San Francisco, CA 94127(415) 753-7601 
sfpublicdefender.org/  
 
�7�K�H�� �6�D�Q�� �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �'�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V�� �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�I�H�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�G�L�J�Hnt 
clients through effective, vigorous, compassionate, and creative legal advocacy. They strive to 
provide the highest level of legal advocacy for each of their clients and to be a nationwide model 
for the delivery of indigent defense services. The office offers internship/externship opportunities 
to law students and graduates throughout the year.  Interested students and graduates are 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���D�S�S�O�\��
and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Colorado  
 
Office of the Colorado State Public Defender 
1300 Broadway 
Suite 400 
Denver, CO 80203 
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The Colorado Juvenile Defender Center (CJDC) is a Denver-based organization that works with 
youth, families, and lawyers to advocate for the rights and treatment of children and youth in the 
juvenile justice system through public advocacy, community organizing, non-partisan research, 
and policy development. CJDC offers internship/externship opportunities to law, undergraduate, 
and high school students throughout the academic year and during the summer. Interested 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���&�-�'�&�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���&�-�'�&���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R��
apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Connecticut  
 
Center for Children's Advocacy 
2074 Park Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
(860) 570-5327 
www.kidscounsel.org 
 
�&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\�����&�&�$�����L�V���D���Q�R�Q-profit organization affiliated with the University 
of Connecticut School of Law whose mission is to promote and protect the legal rights and 
interests of poor children dependent upon the judicial, child welfare, health, mental health, 
education, and juvenile justice systems for their care. CCA employs a number of methods to 
achieve its purposes including individual representation, class action advocacy, training, and 
administrative and legislative advocacy. Because of its recognition that interdisciplinary 
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District  of Columbia  
 
DC Lawyers for Youth 
1220 L Street NW, Suite 605 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 386-7104 
 
DC Lawyers for Youth seeks to improve the DC juvenile justice system by advocating for 
reforms that promote positive youth development, effective legal representation, and supportive 
relationships betwee�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���'�&�¶�V���\�R�X�W�K�� 
 
National Juvenile Defender Center 
1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 304 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 452-0010 
www.njdc.info  
 
The National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) was created in 1999 to respond to the critical 
need to build the capacity of the juvenile defense bar and to improve access to counsel and 
quality of representation for children in the justice system. In 2005, NJDC separated from the 
American Bar Association to become an independent organization. NJDC gives juvenile defense 
attorneys a more permanent capacity to address practice issues, improve advocacy skills, build 
partnerships, exchange information, and participate in the national debate over juvenile crime. 
NJDC provides support to public defenders, appointed counsel, law school clinical programs, 
and non-profit law centers to ensure quality representation in urban, suburban, rural, and tribal 
areas. NJDC offers a wide range of integrated services to juvenile defenders, including training, 
technical assistance, advocacy, networking, collaboration, capacity building, and coordination. 
NJDC has internship/externship opportunities for law students and occasionally undergraduate 
students throughout the academic year and during the summer. NJDC seeks law graduates for its 
Gault Fellowship�² an internally funded two-year juvenile indigent defense postgraduate 
organizational fellowship. NJDC also seeks candidates to host for project-based postgraduate law 
�I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�V���� �,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �1�-�'�&�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G���R�U��
contact NJDC for more details on how to apply and to learn about other available academic and 
postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia 
Community Defender Division 
680 Rhode Island Avenue NE, Suite H-5 
Washington, DC 20002 
(202) 
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is �V�H�H�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �&�'�'�¶�V�� �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �&�'�'��
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Fellowship Program at Georgetown and a Juvenile Defense and Policy Fellowship. There is also 
internship opportunities for law, graduate, undergraduate students, and recent grads in the 
�F�O�L�Q�L�F�¶�V��Investigative Internship Program. Interested students and graduates are encouraged to 
�Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���F�O�L�Q�L�F�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H��Clinic for more details on how to apply. 
 
Juvenile Law Clinic | Took Crowell Institute for At -Risk Youth 
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law 
4200 Connecticut Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20008 
(202) 274-7314 
www.law.udc.edu/?page=JuvenileClinic 
 
UDC School of Law students and faculty supervisors in the Juvenile and Special Education Law 
Clinic represent children and parents (or guardians) primarily in special education matters. Over 
the past sixteen years, the clinic faculty pioneered and developed a nationally-acclaimed 
approach to addressing the problems of delinquency by supplementing traditional delinquency 
representation with, where appropriate, advocacy to address the special education needs of the 
children who are the subject of those delinquency proceedings. Essentially, by arranging for 
children to receive needed special education services, clinic professors and law students ensure 
that the delinquency system responds appropriately to the children's needs for care and 
rehabilitation. In a large number of cases, the clinic is able to protect children from punitive 
responses or to extricate children from the delinquency system altogether. The clinic offers post 
graduate teaching fellowships. Interested graduates are encouraged to visit the cli�Q�L�F�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
and/or contact the Clinic for more details on how to apply. 
 
Florida   
 
Miami Dade Public Defender, Eleventh Judicial Circuit 
Juvenile Division 
155 NW 3rd Street, Suite 7000 
Miami, FL 33128 
(305) 679-1900 
www.pdmiami.com/ 
 
The assistant public defenders in the Juvenile Division represent children under 18 years of age 
�Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D���G�H�O�L�Q�T�X�H�Q�W���D�F�W�����7�K�H���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V��
rights �D�U�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���P�H�H�W�V���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���L�Q���D���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���E�H��
"child-centered." To that end, the assistant public defenders, disposition specialists, and 
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and graduates are encouraged to visit �0�'�3�'�¶�V��website and/or contact MDPD for more details on 
how to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Office of the Public Defender, Eighth Judicial Circuit 
Juvenile Division 
35 North Main Street 
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staff, and students represent young people on a wide range of matters, from delinquency to 
immigration and asylum to cases addressing harsh sentencing practices or the collateral 
consequences youth face after coming into contact with the law. Oftentimes, the CFJC gives its 
young clients access to a lawyer when they otherwise would not have one. The clinic offers 
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Louisiana  
 
�/�R�X�L�V�L�D�Q�D���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V 
1100-B Milton Street 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
(504) 658-6860 
www.laccr.org/ 
 
The Louisia�Q�D�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�� �5�L�J�K�W�V, formerly Juvenile Regional Services, is the only 
non-profit, specialized juvenile defense law office in the country. Their independence, flexibility, 
and focus have helped develop a replicable, best-practices, evidence-based model of holistic 
advocacy that makes a long-term difference in the lives of the children they serve�±and that is 
reinventing defense advocacy for young people in the juvenile justice system. LCCR has 
internship/externship opportunities for law, graduate, and undergraduate students throughout the 
academic year and during the summer. LCCR also seeks candidates to host for project-based 
�S�R�V�W�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���O�D�Z���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�V�����,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���/�&�&�5�¶�V��
website and/or contact LCCR for more details on how to apply and to learn about other available 
academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Maine  
 
Juvenile delinquency cases in Maine are exclusively handled by private contractors. Students and 
graduates interested in juvenile defense policy and practice opportunities in this state are 
encouraged to reach out to the New England Juvenile Defender Center or University of Maine 
�6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���/�D�Z�¶�V��Juvenile Justice Clinic for more information. 
 
Maryland  
 
Maryland Office of the Public Defender 
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Juvenile Court Division  
300 North Gay Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
(443) 263-6360 | baltcityjuvenile@opd.state.md.us 
www.opd.state.md.us/opd/Districts/Dist1/JCDHome.aspx
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the Public Defender and the legal services that are provided to adult clients. Interested students 
and graduates are encouraged to visit �-�3�'�¶�V��website and/or contact JPD for more details on how 
to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Massachusetts  
 
Youth Advocacy Division, Committee for Public Counsel Services 
44 Bromfield Street, 2nd Floor 
Boston, MA 02108 
(617) 482-6212  
www.publiccounsel.net/ya/ 
 
The Youth Advocacy Division (YAD) ensures that every child from an indigent family in 
Massachusetts has access to zealous legal representation that incorporates a Youth Development 
Approach, resulting in fair treatment in court. YAD works with each client to achieve both legal 
and life success. Accordingly, YAD provides leadership, training, support, and oversight to a 
diverse and collaborative juvenile defense bar across the state. Through individual representation 
and systemic advocacy, YAD partners with other state agencies, as well as community 
organizations and local agencies, to work toward creating safer and healthier communities. YAD 
has internship/externship opportunities throughout the state for law students, graduate social 
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Michigan   
 
Juvenile delinquency cases in Michigan are mostly handled by private contractors. Students and 
graduates interested in juvenile defense policy and practice opportunities in this state are 
encouraged to reach out to the Midwest Juvenile Defender Center for more information. 
 
Minnesota  
 
Legal Rights Center 
1611 Park Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55404  
(612) 337-0030 
www.legalrightscenter.org/ 
 
The Legal Rights Center (LRC) is a community-driven non-profit law firm, specializing in adult 
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Missouri   
 
St. Louis City Trial Office  
Missouri State Public Defender System 
1114 Market St., Suite 602 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
(314) 340-7625 
www.publicdefender.mo.gov/ 
 
The Missouri State Public Defender System (MSPD) provides legal representation to all indigent 
citizens accused of or convicted of crimes in Missouri at the levels of the State Trial Court, 
Appellate Court, Missouri Supreme Court, and United States Supreme Court. The St. Louis City 
Trial Office has internship/externship opportunities for students. Interested students and 
gra�G�X�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���0�6�3�'�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���0�6�3�'���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���K�R�Z��
to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Montana   
 
Office of the State Public Defender 
Central Office 
44 W. Park Street 
Butte, MT  59701 
(406) 496-6080 
publicdefender.mt.gov/ 
 
The primary mission of the statewide public defender system is to provide effective assistance of 
counsel to indigent persons accused of crime and other persons in civil cases who are entitled by 
law to the assistance of counsel at public expense. The Sixth Amendment and the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment require that in proceedings for determining delinquency, 
which may result in commitment �W�R�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V�� �I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �L�V�� �F�X�U�W�D�L�O�H�G����
�W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �P�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �Q�R�W�L�I�L�H�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �F�R�X�Q�V�H�O��
retained by them, or counsel will be appointed to represent the child if they cannot afford 
counsel. Students and graduates are encouraged to contact the office and/or visit their website to 
learn more about available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Nebraska  
 
Douglas County Public Defender 
1819 Farnam Street 
Omaha, NE 68183 
(402) 444-7175 
www.douglascounty-ne.gov/publicdefender/ 
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Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402) 441-6062 
lancaster.ne.gov/pdefen/ 
 
Nebraska Youth Advocates 
6035 Binney Street, Suite 2 
Omaha, NE 68104 
(402) 932-5370 
Website forthcoming 
 
Nebraska Youth Advocates (NYA) serves as a resource center for juvenile defense attorneys in 
Nebraska, promoting best practices in the juvenile justice system. 
 
Sarpy County Public Defender 
1208 Golden Gate Drive 
Papillion, NE 68046 
(402) 593-5933 
www.sarpy.com/defender/ 
 
These public defender offices are responsible for providing high-quality legal services to 
indigent individuals charged with felonies, misdemeanors that may lead to jail time, as well as 
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�7�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���:�D�V�K�R�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���3�X�E�O�L�F���'�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H���L�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�Q�G���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W�V��
of indigent people in Washoe County by providing them access to justice through professional 
legal representation. The Office recognizes juvenile defense as a specialty area, and offers 
internships/externships for current law students under court rules allowing student attorneys to 
practice under supervision. Interested students and graduates are encouraged to visit Washoe 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\���3�X�E�O�L�F���'�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U���2�I�I�L�F�H�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�H���I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���D�S�S�O�\���D�Q�G���W�R��
learn about other available academic or postgraduate opportunities. 
 
New Hampshire   
 
New Hampshire Public Defender 
44 Franklin Street 
Nashua, NH 03064 
Attention: Pamela Jones | pjones@nhpd.org 
(603) 598-4986 
www.nhpd.org/ 
 
New Hampshire Public Defender (NHPD) is a private, non-profit law firm that provides reliable 
and effective representation for the indigent accused. While attorneys do not specialize in any 
one practice area, those interested in internships/externships with a juvenile focus should contact 
Pamela Jones to inquire about opportunities.  
 
New Jersey  
 
New Jersey State Office of the Public Defender 
Office of Juvenile Defense Services 
25 Market Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
(609) 292-7087 
www.state.nj.us/defender/structure/ojds/ 
 
The New Jersey State Office of the Public Defender (NJSOPD) is committed to providing first-
class legal representation to citizens who cannot afford attorneys at both the trial and appellate 
levels. The Office of Juvenile Defense Services (OJDS) specializes in juvenile defense, and its 
director leads a variety of initiatives such as: developing specialized training for public defender 
attorneys who represent juvenile clients; disseminating information on relevant developing case 
law, resources and research; and creating opportu
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New Mexico  
 
Office of the New Mexico Public Defender, 2nd Judicial District 
Juvenile Division 
505 Marquette NW, Ste. 120 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 835-1526  
http://www.lopdnm.us  
  
The Law Offices of the Public Defender strives for the pursuit of justice and the protection of our 
constitutional rights. Its mission is to provide exemplary, caring and professional legal services 
to people charged with crimes in New Mexico. We stand for equal access to quality legal 
representation for all which improves their lives, reduces recidivism and makes the community 
safer.  The 2nd Judicial District office in Albuquerque has a dedicated Juvenile Division, though 
all district offices represent juveniles accused of crimes. 
 
New York  
 
Legal Aid Society  
Juvenile Rights Division 
199 Water Street 
New York, NY 10038 
(212) 577-3300 
www.legal-aid.org/en/juvenilerights/juvenilepractice.aspx 
 
The Juvenile Rights Practice (JRP) represents 90 percent of the children who appear before the 
Family Court in New York City on child protective, termination of parental rights, PINS (person 
in need of supervision), and juvenile delinquency petitions. JRP was established concurrently 
with New York State's Family Court in 1962, five years before the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
Gault that children have a constitutional right to counsel at government expense, and was one of 
the first organizations in this country to represent children in a juvenile court. Since then, JRP 
has grown into one of the nations' leading organizations in the field of child advocacy. 
 
The role of Juvenile Rights attorneys acting as "law guardians" is to provide legal representation, 
express clients' wishes to the court, and safeguard the interests and legal rights of these clients. 
They are assigned by Family Court judges, and remain active through the original case and any 
supplemental proceedings, which frequently take place over a period of years.  
 
To enhance the quality and expand the scope of its advocacy, the Practice has developed several 
specialized units. The Juvenile Services Unit, the social work component, was formed as a result 
of the pioneering work of Juvenile Rights in teaming social workers with lawyers in order to 



 

 
59 

 

governs juvenile court proceedings in New York. The Special Litigation Unit has initiated class 
action lawsuits and other litigation aimed at system-wide abuses within the juvenile justice, child 
welfare, and educational systems. JRP has internship/externship opportunities for law, graduate, 
and undergraduate students throughout the academic year and during the summer. JRP also seeks 
candidates to apply for project-based postgraduate law fellowships and recruits annually for 
entry-level positions. Interested students and gradu�D�W�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �-�5�3�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
and/or contact JRP for more details on how to apply. 
 
Youth Represent 
11 Park Place, Suite 1512 
New York, NY 10007 
(646) 759-8080 
www.youthrepresent.org/ 
 
Youth Represent (YR) is a youth defense and advocacy non-�S�U�R�I�L�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����<�5�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V��
to ensure that young people affected by the criminal or juvenile justice system are afforded every 
opportunity to reclaim lives of dignity, self-fulfillment, and engagement in their communities. 
YR provides comprehensive legal representation, community support, education, and policy 
advocacy. YR has internship/externship opportunities for law students and hosts candidates for 
project-based postgraduate law fellowships. Interested students and graduates are encouraged to 
�Y�L�V�L�W���<�5�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���<�5���I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�Os on how to apply and to learn about other available 
academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
North Carolina  
 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V 
601 East Fifth Street, Suite 510 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
(704) 372-7961 
www.cfcrights.org 
 
�7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V�����&�&�5�����L�V���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���R�I���������K�L�J�K�O�\���W�U�X�V�W�H�G���D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�V�����D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V, 
and professional staff who are dedicated to serving children and connecting them to vital 
services. CCR serves children in every major child-serving system, including those with histories 
of abuse and neglect, special education issues, and mental and physical health issues. These 
children are involved in custody disputes, come from homes with domestic violence, and/or 
become involved with the juvenile justice system. The systems charged with serving them are 
complex, overburdened, and unresponsive. These children have no voice, no champion to ensure 
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�7�X�O�V�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\���3�X�E�O�L�F���'�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H���± Juvenile Division 
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�W�R�� �W�U�\�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�� �L�Q�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �F�R�X�U�W���� �'�$�3�¶�V�� �-�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�� �6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�� �8�Q�L�W�� �D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�V�� �D�U�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�Oly 
assigned to the unit for two years, representing juvenile clients in high publicity cases, direct file 
cases where the juvenile has been arrested and processed through the adult system, cases that are 
legally and/or factually complex, and cases that demand one-on-one representation. DAP has 
summer internship opportunities for law students. Interested students and graduates are 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�Q�G���R�U���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�Lzation for more details on 
how to apply and to learn more about available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 

 
Juvenile Law Center 
1315 Walnut Street, 4th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 625-0551 
jlc.org 
 
Juvenile Law Center (JLC) is the oldest non-profit, public interest law firm for children in the 
United States. Founded in 1975 by four new graduates of Temple Law School in Philadelphia, 
�-�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�� �/�D�Z�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�� �I�R�U�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�� �U�L�J�K�W�V���� �Z�R�U�N�L�Qg across the 
country to enforce and promote the rights and well-being of children who come into contact with 
the justice, child welfare, and other public systems. JLC has internship/externship opportunities 
for law and graduate students throughout the academic year and during the summer. JLC 
occasionally has internship opportunities available for undergraduate students. JLC seeks law 
graduates for its Zubrow Fellowship�² an internally funded two-year postgraduate organizational 
fellowship. JLC also seeks candidates to host for project-based postgraduate law fellowships. 
�,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �-�/�&�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �-�/�&�� �I�R�U��
more details on how to apply and to learn about other available academic and postgraduate 
opportunities. 
 
Youth Sentencing and Reentry Project 
123 S. Broad Street, 24th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19109 
(215) 804-9093 
https://ysrp.org/  
 
The Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project (YSRP) uses direct service and policy advocacy to 
transform the experiences of children prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system, and to 
ensure fair and thoughtful resentencing and reentry for individuals who were sentenced to life 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �S�D�U�R�O�H�� �D�V�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� ���³�M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�� �O�L�I�H�U�V�´������YSRP partners with court-involved youth and 

https://ysrp.org/
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Rhode Island   
 
Rhode Island Public Defender 
160 Pine Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401) 222-3492 
www.ripd.org/representation/organization/juveniletrial.htm  
 
The juvenile division of the Office of the Public Defender consists of attorneys who specialize 
exclusively in juvenile wayward and delinquency proceedings. All juvenile attorneys have 
offices at 160 Pine Street, Providence, from which they represent clients in all of the Family 
Courts across the state. Parents who have the financial means are expected to retain counsel to 
represent their children; in cases where juveniles are emancipated, or estranged from their 
families, or where the p�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �I�L�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H�� �M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�¶�V�� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �L�V��
determined based upon his or her own assets. The juvenile attorneys represent clients from 
arraignment through the conclusion of the proceedings in the Family Court, including any 
reviews which occur until the Family Court relinquishes jurisdiction. Public Defender attorneys 
do not generally represent juveniles in municipal courts or in school-based truancy calendars. 
Interested students and graduates are encouraged to visit the organizat�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G���R�U��
contact the organization for more details on how to apply and to learn more about available 
academic and postgraduate opportunities..(more)7(i)-37BT
1 0 0 1 415.3 471.91 Tm
n6
[(do)-6(uhtRr54(ti)-3(on
1 0 0 1 4(ti)-351sS9
BT
16)4(nc)4(ou)-9(ra)-)4(niz)1 7264972.024r(F)o-9(r)-n-3(a)y 

http://www.ripd.org/representation/organization/juveniletrial.htm


http://childlaw.sc.edu/
http://njdc.info/midwest-juvenile-defender-center/
http://www.pdknox.org/


http://defendshelbyco.org/juvenile-justice/
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/public_defender/pubdef_index.php
http://www.epcounty.com/pdefender/
http://harriscountypublicdefender.org/


 

 
66 

 

Utah  
 
Utah Juvenile Defender Attorneys 
8 East Broadway Street, Suite 500 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
(801) 521-5225 
 
Utah Juvenile Defender Attorneys is a private law firm which contracts with Salt Lake County to 
provide indigent defense services to juveniles within that jurisdiction. It is the only dedicated 
juvenile public defender office in the state. Students and graduates are encouraged to contact 
Utah Juvenile Defender Attorneys to learn about available academic or postgraduate 
opportunities. 
 
Vermont   
 
Please contact the New England Juvenile Defender Center for information about academic and 
postgraduate opportunities at organizations in Vermont. 
 
Virginia  
 
Legal Aid Justice Center, JustChildren Program 
1000 Preston Avenue, Suite A 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(434) 977-0553 
www.justice4all.org/justchildren/justchildren-program/ 
 
�7�K�H���-�X�V�W�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�V���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���O�D�Z���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����-�X�V�W�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���U�H�O�L�H�V���R�Q���D��
range of strategies to make �V�X�U�H���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K�¶�V���P�R�V�W���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H��
services and support they need to lead successful lives in their communities. Their strategies 
include individual representation, community education and organizing, and statewide advocacy. 
From their Charlottesville, Richmond, and Petersburg offices, JustChildren provides free legal 
representation to low-income children who have unmet needs in the education, foster care, and 
juvenile justice systems. They produce popular training materials for lawyers, parents, and other 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H�P���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V�����-�X�V�W�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�V��
and organizers also seek local and statewide reforms to improve the systems that our children 
depend on. Through coalition building, policy advocacy, and litigation, they make lasting 
improvements for all children in Virginia. JustChildren offers volunteer opportunities for 
students. Interested students and graduates are encouraged to visit their website and/or contact 
JustChildren for more details on how to apply and to learn about other available academic and 
postgraduate opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

http://njdc.info/newengland/
https://www.justice4all.org/justchildren/justchildren-program/
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Washington  
 
Columbia Legal Services, Children & Youth Project 
101 Yesler Way, Suite 300 
Seattle, WA 98104 
(800) 542-0794 
columbialegal.org/advocacy/children-and-youth-project 
 
�7�K�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���	���<�R�X�W�K���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�����&�<�3�����Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
and youth to have safe and stable families and homes, quality education, health care, and 
economic stability.  CYP has prioritized its advocacy and is focusing its resources in five main 
areas that affect tens of thousands of children and youth in Washington State: improving the 
conditions of foster care, youth homelessness, access to education, immigrant youth, and 
collateral consequences of juvenile justice involvement. Interested students and graduates are 
encouraged to visit their website and/or contact CYS for more details on how to apply and to 
learn about available academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
TeamChild 
1225 S. Weller, Suite 420 
Seattle, Washington 98144 
(206) 322-2444 
www.teamchild.org/ 
 
Every day, thousands of youth face profound legal and social barriers that increase their chances 
of dropping out of school, being homeless or ending up in the juvenile justice system. 
TeamChild uses its legal expertise and community partnerships to break down barriers to 
community services to ove�U�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���U�R�R�W���F�D�X�V�H�V���R�I���D���\�R�X�W�K�¶�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H��
system. TeamChild believes that it is the paramount duty of our community to help youth 
overcome the obstacles of poverty, juvenile justice involvement, disability, neglect and abuse, 
racism and discrimination, to achieve their true potential. TeamChild upholds the rights of youth 
involved, or at risk of involvement, in the juvenile justice system to help them secure the 
education, healthcare, housing, and other support they need to achieve positive outcomes. 
TeamChild offers internship/externship opportunities for students. Students and graduates are 
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �7�H�D�P�&�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �I�R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �G�H�W�D�L�O�V�� �R�Q�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �D�S�S�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W��
other academic and postgraduate opportunities. 
 
West Virginia   
 
Please contact the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center for information about academic and 
postgraduate opportunities at organizations in West Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://columbialegal.org/advocacy/children-and-youth-project
http://www.teamchild.org/
http://njdc.info/mid-atlantic/


http://wispd.org/index.php/legal-resources/specialty-practices/juvenile-practice
http://wyoclc.org/
http://wyoclc.org/
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Other Helpful Career Links and Resources 

 
 
National Juvenile Defender Center | www.njdc.info 
 
The National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated 
to promoting justice for all children by ensuring excellence in juvenile defense. NJDC provides 
support to public defenders, appointed counsel, law school clinical programs, and non-profit law 
centers to ensure quality representation in urban, suburban, rural, and tribal areas. NJDC also offers a 
wide range of integrated services to juvenile defenders, including training, technical assistance, 
advocacy, networking, collaboration, capacity building, and coordination.  
 
Regional Juvenile Defender Centers | www.njdc.info/about-njdc/regional-centers 
 
NJDC collaborates with nine Regional Juvenile Defender Centers that coordinate activities within the 
regions. The regional centers are an excellent resource for students that are seeking to connect with 
juvenile defense leaders in their jurisdiction. You can find the contact information for each of our 

http://www.njdc.info/
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The Art of Networking Guide: American University Washington College of Law, Office of 
Career and Professional Development | 
http://www.wcl.american.edu/career/documents/TheArtofNetworkingocpd2009.pdf 
 
This guide contains helpful tips and resources to help students and graduates make the most out of 
networking opportunities. 
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NATIONAL JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER 
1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 304 | Washington, DC 20036 

202.452.0010 | www.njdc.info | inquires@njdc.info 

Facebook: NJDC.info 
Twitter: @NatJuvDefend 

 


